The statement has been made that the Mentally Defective do not experience the Size-Weight Illusion. By whom the statement was first made I do not know, but it has been copied into several books without verification. As The test was carried out in the following way. Each child was tested separately out of sight and hearing of the others. The weights were shown to the children, and one was then placed in each hand. I said, "Feel these two weights carefully." (Pause). "Now, give me the heavy one." It seemed better to use the word "heavy" which the children naturally hear frequently, rather than the word "heavier" which they rarely hear, and certainly never use. If the child gave the smaller weight, he was marked correct or plus. If he gave the larger weight, or proffered both, he was marked incorrect or minus.

